
AN OPEN LETTER TO JACOB REES-MOGG 

 

Dear Mr Rees-Mogg 

 

RE: The Retained EU Law (Revocation and Reform) Bill 2022 

 

We are extremely concerned that the Retained EU Law Bill threatens the UK Government’s 

ambitions - especially its target to halt the decline of nature in England by 2030, as clearly 

set out in the Environment Act. 

 

We are also concerned that thousands of pieces of vital legislation could face repeal by the 

end of December 2023, not because they are “bad” but solely because they are derived from 

the EU.  This makes no sense, regardless of how people voted on Brexit. 

 

Laws are put in place for good reason. Environmental laws, such as the Habitats 

Regulations, are there to benefit our environment: protecting it and the important wildlife that 

lives there. Together, these laws protect every element of our natural environment keeping 

our air and water clean as well as providing vital safeguards for people’s health. 

 

These regulations play a key role in providing businesses with a solid basis on which they 

can make good environmental and investment decisions that are central to delivering 

economic growth. Businesses need certainty and clarity: without a clear statement of what 

will replace Retained EU Law, by when, this certainty will be undermined.   

 

We are worried that this Bill will waste months of the UK Government’s time, tying up civil 

servants and parliaments with technical complexities, and costing taxpayers untold millions 

at a time when departments are being asked to make savings.  This distraction will put 

urgent nature recovery and climate action in jeopardy.   

 

As organisations with a deep experience in nature conservation over more than a century, 

we are appealing to you, the Secretary of State in charge of the Retained EU Law 

(Revocation and Reform) Bill 2022, to withdraw it with immediate effect.    

 

We want a thoughtful and constructive conversation about how we reform, strengthen and 

improve the delivery of vital protections for climate, nature, air and water quality, and more. 

But this Bill isn’t the way to do that. 

                                                                                                                                   

Yours sincerely 

Beccy Speight, Chief Executive, RSPB 

Craig Bennett, Chief Executive, The Wildlife Trusts 

Harry Bowell, Director of Land & Nature, National Trust 

Darren Moorcroft, Chief Executive Officer, Woodland Trust 

Kate Norgrove, Executive Director of Advocacy, WWF 



Shaun Spiers, Chair Greener UK 

Dr Richard Benwell, CEO Wildlife & Countryside Link 

Phoebe Clay & Emma Rose, Co-Directors, Unchecked 

Amy Slack, Head of Campaigns and Policy, Surfers Against Sewage 

Sir Tim Smit KBE, Co-Founder, Eden Project 

Josie Cohen, Head of Policy and Campaigns, PAN UK 

Garry Campbell, Communications Manager, Groundwork UK 

Dave Morris, Chair, National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces 

Jennifer Fulton, Chief Executive, Ulster Wildlife Trust 

Miriam Turner and Hugh Knowles, Co-Executive Directors, Friends of the Earth England, 
Wales and Northern Ireland 

Dr Amy McDonnell, Director, Zero Hour UK 

Dr. James Robinson, Director of Conservation, Wildfowl & Wetlands Trust 

Sandy Luk, CEO, Marine Conservation Society  

Mark Cridge, Executive Director, London National Park City 

Stuart Brooks, Director of Conservation & Policy, National Trust for Scotland 

Doug Parr, Policy Director, Greenpeace 

Pip Sayers, Director, Schools Climate Assembly 

Dr Deborah Long, Chief Officer, Scottish Environment Link  

Craig McGuicken, Chief Executive, Northern Ireland Environment Link 

Roisin Taylor and Ellen Bradley, Co-Directors, UK Youth for Nature 

Jamie Agombar, Executive Director, Students Organising for Sustainability UK (SOS-UK) 

Duncan Law, Acting co-Chief Executive, Community Energy England 

Ann Jones, Chair, National Federation of Women’s Institutes 

Andrew Pendleton, Acting CEO and Director of Strategy and Advocacy, Global Action Plan 

 

 

 

 



       

  

       

 

  

  


